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Along Our Trails

Montachusett Regional Trails Coalition (MRTC)

e Established in March 2012
« 80+ groups/individuals involved

e Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) - Survey

* Trail Inventory (2005-2011) & Update (2013)

* Trail Guide

e OQOutreach

* Like us on Facebook! lb (www.facebook.com/l\/lontachusettTraiIs)
* Freedom’s Way partnership - 2014



https://www.facebook.com/MontachusettTrails

Connecting Communities -

Along Our Trails

RTP Community Survey - 2006

Is your community interested in trail development?
96% Yes 0% No 4% Unsure

Which of the following would encourage trail use within your community?

78% More trail connections

78% More information regarding recreational trail use

41% More information regarding bicycle/pedestrian commuting and travel
30% Other (additional trail funding, trail maps, trail connections to other

states/regions, better trail locations, promoting walking/hiking clubs
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MONTACHUSETT REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION

Trail Inventory
Update

2013

For the Montachusett Region

September 2013
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Connecting Communities -

Along Our Trails

Connecting Communities is offered by the
Montachusett Regional Trails Coalition and Freedom’s
Way National Heritage Area, in collaboration with trail
stewards, land trust, community leaders, and
provides free trail-inspired events from June 2014 —
May 2015
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2014 Events

June — Lancaster (Cook Conservation Trail)

July- Devens (Oxbow NWR & Trolley Tour)

August- Fitchburg (Coggshall Park/Fun in FITchburg)
September- Shirley (Benton MacKaye walk)
October- Leominster (Sholan Farms)

November- Nashua, NH (Downtown River walk)
December- Sterling (Waushacum Overlook)




/- Connecting Communities
N/ Along Our Trails 2014

IN NASHUA — NOVEMBER 29

DOWNTOWN RIVERWALK

The Riverwalk tour will start on the west side of the Main Street Bridge in
Downtown Nashua, traverse the south bank of the river going west, over the Cotton
Transfer Bridge, and then back to Main Street along the north bank.Walk along Le
Parc de Notre Renaissance Francaise, celebrating Nashua's diverse cultural heritage.
Learn about the Nashua Manufacturing Company, mostly intact and on the National
Register of Historic Places. Did you know that by 1926 Nashua was the largest cotton

Turde Island by Tom Huff, Seneca Indian X X X ’
from Upstate NY, located on Main Street blanket manufacturer in the world? Enjoy river views on the restored Cotton Transfer

at Bicentennil Park. Bridge, built in 1910 to move cotton from the Cotton Storage Building to the mills.
Learn about Nashua’s most recent riverfront development, Cotton Mill Square. See
and touch Diversity and Mirage of the Horse, two of Nashua's twenty sculptures from
the annual Nashua International Sculpture Symposium.

SATURDAY The Riverwalk tour will end at 5:00 p.m. at Main Street just in time for you to enjoy
NOVEMBER 29 the festivities, including lighting the tree, during Nashua's famous Holiday Stroll. Leashed
4:00-5:00 PM dogs are welcome.

RAIN OR SHINE Organizers/Leaders: Kathy Hersh, President of City Arts Nashua, former Nashua
Community Development Director, and Al Futterman, Nashua River Watershed
Association Land Programs Director.

Distance, Time and Difficulty: This easy walking tour is just under a mile.

Directions/parking: Check the Holiday Stroll web site www.downtownnashua.org/
event/holiday-stroll

Main Street and the surrounding roads will begin closing at 3:30pm, but several parking
lots around downtown will be open during the Stroll: Elm Street Parking Garage, High
Street Parking Garage (accessible from westbound direction and via Factory Street) and
\ Southern NH Medical Center Parking Garage.We encourage you to take advantage of
Mirage of the Horse by ;mgah" Tsevegmid  the ample parking and free shuttles available at Rivier University and Holman Stadium.

of Mongolia, located on the Riverwalk by Shuttles run from 4:00-10:30pm.
Cotton Mill Square. Photo by Suzanna Morse.

Connecting Communities is offered by the
Montachusett Regional Trails Coalition and Freedom's Way
National Heritage Area, in collaboration with trail stewards,
land trusts, community leaders, historical organizations,
naturalists, and volunteers, and provides free trail-inspired
events from June 2014 — May 2015.

Freedom's Way National Heritage Area
works in partnership with
The National Park Service

www.FreedomsWay.org * 94 Jackson Road, Suite 311, Devens, MA 01434 « 978-772-3654
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2015 Events

January — Ashburnham (Ashburnham Rail Trail)
February - Petersham

March- Westminster

April- Gardner (North Central Pathway & MWCC)
May- Groton

June & July —?7??

August - Westford




Connecting Communities -

Along Our Trails

MRTC is working to
raise the public’s * Trail Events
awareness of and * Trail Guide
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MRTC is a volunteer organization founded by
the Nashua River Watershed Association, the
Montachusett Regional Planning Commission
and the Leominster Trail Stewards.

The Montachusett Regional Trails Coalition (MRTC)
seeks to enrich the lives and communities within its
hy of

by
diverse, high quality trails and greenways.

MRTC envisions a network of diverse, high
quality trails for all people and a trail within 15
minutes of every home, school and workplace
within the region.

MRTC seeks trails and greenways that
promote: accessibility, healthy lifestyles,
economic vitality, sustainable development,
best practices, experiences in the outdoors,
appreciation for the outdoors, learning in the
outdoors and connectivity.
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Groton’s Trails Vision, 2014-2019

Prepared by the Groton Trails Vision Committee
Paul Funch, Chairman
Russell Burke
Gineane Haberlin
Nadia Madden
Michael Roberts
Alan Taylor
Edward Wenzell

Approved by the Groton Board of Selectmen
June 2, 2014
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Healthy Heart trails will be identified by a green heart
symbol (DCR), will measure approximately 1.5 miles or less
in length, and are easy to moderate in activity level.

* Doctors offices (Cardiac)
* MRPC Website
* Senior Centers
e 7?7 (suggestions needed)
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Future Goals

 Regional Trail Vision
ldentify & establish regional trail connections

Network with related groups
» Healthcare
» Neighborhood/Community
» Education (Safe Routes to School)

* Continue to promote & educate
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Montachusett Regional Trails Coalition (MRTC)
15t Tuesday of the month

Join us!

Sheri Bean
978-345-7376 x315
Sbean@mrpc.org




